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On Friday, Aug. 25, Hurricane Harvey broke land in eastern Texas and lasted as a tropical storm for several days. Record-breaking flooding damaged
homes, buildings and streets. Cleanup from the storm is expected to last several months and cost up to $180 billion, according to Fortune Magazine.

Harvey leaves debris, floods, destruction
ANNA LITTLE
news editor
JACOB ARDREY
lifestyle editor
SAVANNA DISTEFANO
editor-in-chief

On Aug. 31, Texas Gov. Greg Abbott
issued a proclamation for a national day of
prayer, calling on Texans of different faiths
and religious backgrounds to pray for the
safety and deliverance of everyone affected
by the massive damage caused by Harvey.
A day later, President Trump extended that
call to the nation.
On Friday, Sept. 1, a group of students
led by senior Robert Stewart traveled
to Houston, Texas, to meet with a local
congregation and assist citizens affected
by Harvey. They spent hours meeting with
storm survivors and helping clear ruined
carpet and furniture from homes.
“ There is something –– there is a
connection — between when we give to
help somebody and give it over to God
for him to use. That cleanses us. It makes
a difference to other people,” Stewart said.
“It’s not just about letting the gift be used;
it’s something that we need to do, letting

what we have be given. I think that God
uses that.”
Junior Lauren Burcham traveled with
the group. She said she was shocked at the
extent of the damage and said the water
was deeper than most swimming pools and
often contaminated with sewage.
“Everyone needed help, and everyone was
experiencing the same tragedy,” Burcham
said. “Houses were ruined, and you could
see the waterlines — it ruined everything it
touched. You think about a river overflowing
and that flooding your house … this is water
and sewage that’s coming up into your home.
Anything it touches, it ruins.”
According to ABC News, 60 people
have been reported dead and over 42,000
people have been displaced in Texas alone,
rising to 45,000 total with numbers from
Louisiana. Most of the damage was a result
of the record-breaking rains flooding streets,
homes and entire schools.
“The waterline on the houses was taller
than me,” Burcham said. “Standing at my
height (5’6”), you think about flooding that’s
going to come to your knees at the extreme.
Looking up at the waterline blew me away.
That’s when it hit me how tragic it was.”
Faith-based and governmental organizations

have stepped in to provide refuge for those
in need. The National Guard, the Coast
Guard, police and other rescue agencies
have coordinated the rescue of 16,000 people
and 1,500 pets jeopardized by continuous
flooding and dangerously high winds. The
Houston Chronicle reported that Texas also
received help from the Mexican government
who sent beds, cooking equipment, medical
equipment and rescue personnel this week.

“Houses were ruined, and you
could see the waterlines — it
ruined everything it touched.”
- Junior Lauren Burcham

According to Stewart, the people of
Houston maintained a sense of hope and
optimism.
“From what we were told from eyewitnesses
that had been helping since the day of the
hurricane landed, they said that people were
just determined, focused and together,”
Stewart said. “I think the communal aspect
was what got them through the despair
and the doubt.”
Burcham said she was surprised by the
joy and hopefulness she encountered in
those whose homes were destroyed. She

experienced gratitude from the families
they served.
“I was expecting to meet a lot of depressed
people — a lot of sad people because their
material possessions had been destroyed,”
Burcham said. “They were all really thankful
for what they still had and for everyone that
was going down to clean up. There was a
sense of peace from everyone that I met — a
sense that it was going to be okay.”
According to Fortune Magazine, damages
from the hurricane could add up to around
$180 billion. Efforts are still being made
to raise money and gather supplies.
College Church of Christ’s Disaster
Relief Ministry will be collecting gift
cards, non-perishable food items, clothing,
baby wipes and formula, and bottled water
throughout the next few weeks. Church
members are also coordinating a trip to
Houston.
Burcham said the experience changed
her, and she encouraged students to get
involved.
“Jesus was a doer; he didn’t wait around
for the perfect time,” Burcham said.
“Dropping everything to go changed me
because I was reminded of Christ’s love
and then was able to act it out for others.”

University makes changes to dress code policies
JAISA HOGUE
news editor

Harding changed dress-code
policies regarding hair length for
men and nose rings for women this
fall. Men are now allowed to have
shoulder-length hair and women
permitted to have nose rings as
well as studs.
According to Zach Neal, dean
of students, policies are reviewed
by the Office of Student Life every year. If policies are adjusted,
they are done while remaining
consistent with Harding’s mission.
Though the phrase “off the collar”
concerning the length of men’s
hair was removed from this year’s
student handbook, the expectation
of neatness and cleanliness remains.
“There were some questions

related to hairstyles. Some hairstyles require longer length than
others and so it was something
that could be evaluated … and
it seemed like a good time to be
able to change that policy,” Neal
said. “I definitely think hairstyles
and hair length are generational
and cultural, and it is something
related to the dress code that is in
response to communication from
students and supported by faculty.”
Senior Josiah Abney learned
of the new policies after his
friends in the Student Association
notified him of the change over
the summer. Abney said he was
pleased with the new wording
of the rule that offers a vague
interpretation, allowing both the
students and administration a little
bit of breathing room.

‘In God We
Trust,’ 2A

“I’m at peace with the new
rule,” Abney said. “I’m not worried
about being called in to the deans
about something as unimportant
as the length of my hair … Students now don’t have to bother
putting their hair up every day,
and administration can still call
students in who have hair that
obviously goes beyond what the
hair rule seeks to enforce.”
In addition, a change was
also made to the section on
acceptable piercings for women
that now allows women to wear
nose rings instead of just a small
stud. Sophomore Ashton Castle
said that she would often wear
a ring last year despite the rule
against them, and she felt many
other students did as well.
SEE POLICIES, PAGE 2A

MACY PATE | The Bison

Senior Josiah Abney has been growing his hair out for four
years. New policies for the 2017-18 handbook permit men to
have long hair and women to have nose rings.
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Stevens Art Gallery hosts ‘Exchanging Landscapes’
DAILEY THOMAS
student writer

display the nation’s motto above
the American flag when provided
with funds from a privately-owned
organization or other voluntary
contributions.
The proposal was offered amidst
national debate surrounding the
seperation of church and state.
“ This is a good example of
the 10th Amendment in action.
When it comes to the separation
of church and state,” senior Nathan
Wagner, a political science and
history major said. “I believe that
this does not violate that. The state
is not establishing a church nor
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The state of Arkansas recently
passed a law stating that, if given
the funds, all public schools must
display the U.S. national motto
“In God We Trust ” above the
American flag.
Act 911 was sponsored by
Rep. Jim Dotson during the 2017
Arkansas legislative session. The
legislation received support from
the Republican Party. The new law
states that all public elementary
and secondar y sc hools must

3A | Friday, Sept. 8, 2017

endorsing any church.”
This new policy raised questions
about what is going to happen in
public school classrooms, as well
as how the students and teachers
feel about this new law.
“If the district should receive a
donation meeting the criteria as
outlined in the act,” Diane Barrett,
superintendent of Searcy Public
School District said. “Then the
district will certainly carry out its
duty as set forth under law.”
Many still speculate and have
conflicting opinions about the law
passing. April Butler, a Searcy High

School English teacher, said she is
fine with public schools displaying
the national motto.
“Our national motto and flag
are intended to promote pride in
our country, patriotism and to
make us all realize no matter how
different we may be as individuals
we are all a part of something
bigger that represents the best in
all of us,” Butler said.
Act 911 is circulating the state
as schools in Benton, Arkansas
become the first to display the
country’s motto with funds from
a local church.
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Harding is known for having
different activities for students and
faculty members. Besides watching
movies during chapel, attending
football games and enjoying donut
holes and music at the Student
Center every Monday after chapel,
this week you can also stop by the
Stevens Art Galleries to see the
“Exchanging Landscapes” exhibit
by David Mudrinich, an artist and
art professor at Arkansas Tech
University.
“Most of the time we have
different exhibits at our gallery,”
said John Keller, gallery director
at Harding. “Our current show is
Exchanging Landscapes by David
Mudrinich. He is an art teacher
at Arkansas Tech University. The
exhibition runs through Friday,
September 15.”
“ Exc hanging L andsc apes”
features drawings and paintings
inspired by the beauty of the
Ozark River Valley Region and
the Oklahoma Tallgrass Prairie.
“ T h e a r t i s t d e m on s t r a t e d
considerable skill in the use of
several media, including oils,
pastel, watercolor, charcoal and
conte crayon,” Keller said. “If you
enjoy landscape painting, you will
like this show.”
Mudrinich was always intrigued
by a sense of place — those various
characteristics that make any
particular location unique.

“It was always kind of
like, ‘oh no, will today
be the day that someone
tells me I have to take
it out?’” Castle said. “I
think the idea that we
could have studs but
not r ings was weird
just because there are
some studs that are just
as noticeable as a ring
could be.”

“I have only
received positive
feedback
regarding the
change.”
-Dean of
Students
Zach Neal
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The Stevens Art Gallery is hosting David Mudrinich’s exhibit, “Exchanging Landscapes” now
through Friday, Sept. 15. Mudrinich is a professor at Arkansas Tech University.
“As far back as I can remember,
I‘ve enjoyed drawing. Though
everybody in my family was fairly
creative, I was the only one that
pursued art and art teaching as a
career,” Mudrinich said.
“I currently live in the Ozark
Arkansas River Valley region.
Though I have lived here for
nearly 20 years, the look of the
landscape is still new and exciting
for me, far different from the
industrial steel town in western
Pennsylvania where I was born.
I continuously feel stimulated
to understand and create work
related to the ecological life of
this region,” Mudrinich said.

POLICIES,
continued
from 1A

Mudrinich first visited the
Tallgrass Prairie Preser ve in
Oklahoma 12 years ago. It provided
a marked contrast of open space
compared to that of the hilly
Ozarks. This space expanded his
perception and introduced a whole
new world of light and color to
Mudrinich’s senses.
“ T h e s e re g i o n s m a y h a v e
strikingly different features but
they are both part of the Arkansas
River watershed and share that
common artery and connection
of place. I try to find that unity
within them and between them.
In a way, I allow these landscapes
to also serve as a metaphor of

understanding in helping me to
find common unity in the variety
of people and cultures that all live
within our world,” Mudrinich said.
Despite the fact that Mudrinich
has visited Harding University in
the past, this is his first exhibition
on campus.
“I think David Mudrinich can
produce one of the most beautiful
azure blue colors,” sophomore
Keti Kambarashvili said. “The
exhibition at the Art center was
wonderful. All of the paintings
embodied warmth and nostalgia.
I believe it was a high standard,
beautiful exhibition, and I am
very glad that I was a part of it.”

Although students
seem to be pleased with
the recent changes in the
dress code policy, Abney
said some students still
hope that more changes
w i l l be made in t he
future.
According to Neal,
the hair and nose ring
policies were rewritten
because they were the two
sections of the handbook
that were emphasized
most by st udents in
the last few years. The
Office of Student Life
will revisit the policies
next year.
“I have only received
positive feedback
regarding the change,”
Nea l sa id. “ We w i l l
continue our practice of
listening to students and
evaluating all policies
on a regular basis.”
For more information
on dress code policy
changes this school year,
see Section 7, ‘Modest
and Appropriate Dress’
on pages 20-21 of the
Student Handbook
2017-2018.

New position to increase Harding campus diversity
RAIANNE MASON
features editor
MACY MCCLUNG
student writer

This semester welcomed more than
j u s t new students to the Harding
campus; it also brought a new position
to the Office of Church Relations.
Beginning in August, former
admissions counselor Alex Jamerison
became Harding’s director of diversity.
“This new position is a move on our
part to do a better job of connecting and
networking with racially diverse groups
of Christians with the goal of making
Harding a more inclusive community,”
President Bruce McLarty said.
As director of diversity, Jamerison
will be working with various minority
churches around the U.S.
“The position is all about building new
and maintaining current relationships,
which is something I am very passionate
toward,” Jamerison said. “In this position I
will interact with both churches, students,
faculty, staff and various organizations

represented at Harding.”
According to Dr.Timothy Westbrook, a
sponsor of the Black Students Association
and a member of the Diversity Committee,
the need for this position came from a
longstanding divide between races in
churches of Christ.
“Generally speaking, we are white on
Sundays, or black on Sundays, Latino
on Sundays or Korean on Sundays,”
Westbrook said. “We haven’t integrated
very well. One of the initiatives we hope
to have at Harding is to overcome that
historical divide at least on this campus.”
The position was added to the Office
of Church Relations in the hopes of
reaching out to minority churches and
increasing diversity.
“The Office of Church Relations exists
to strengthen and develop relationships
with Harding to our constituent churches,”
Dr. Dan Williams, vice president of
Church Relations and co-chair of the
diversity committee said. “(Alex) will
be working on a wide variety of things
with the Office of Church Relations,
but his specific focus is on minority

churches. (His job) includes making
potential students of those communities
aware of Harding University and what
it has to offer.”
The hope is not only to increase
diversity among churches, but inside
Harding as well.
“Through the inclusive community,
students will be able to further their level
of awareness, sensitivity and ability to live
in unity with people from backgrounds
outside of their own,” Jamerison said.
“The primary goal of this position is
simply to reach out in hopes to draw in.”
This desire to “reach out and draw
in” is founded in Harding’s Christian
principles, according to Westbrook.
“We recognize that the kingdom of
God is not divided up according to race,”
Westbrook said. “Anything we can do to
help our school and our churches reflect
that multi-ethnic kingdom we belong
to, we’re trying to do.”
Jamerison will be a keynote speaker
for the 2017 Harding lectureship. He will
be speaking Thursday, Sept. 27, at 9 a.m.
on the topic “more than conquerors.”

MACY PATE |The Bison

Alex Jamerison was named Harding’s first
director of diversity. This position was created
to implement more diversity within the university.

Local | Medical Marijuana

Arkansas is moving forward with the sale of medical marijuana. Benton
County is reviewing plans for a marijuana cultivation facility, according to
the Associated Press.

National | Western Wildfires

Wildfires in the states of Montana, California, and Oregon endangered and
destroyed portions of several national parks last week, according to NPR
News. No lives were lost.

International | Muslim Pilgrimage

Hajj, the five-day pilgrimage observed by Muslims, stretched from Aug. 30 to
Sept. 4 and drew over 2 million people to Mecca, considered to be a ‘holy city’
in Saudi Arabia, according to The Sun.
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Taylor Swift: Rebranding a reputation
lexi hoagland

guest
writer

T

rash her name, praise her songs or
follow her work for years, and look
what you made Taylor Swift do: you made
her new single another nation-sweeping
hit in under a week.
Taylor’s new song “Look What You
Made Me Do,” broke three records and
had over 30 million hits within the first
few days of the song’s release. But are
we shocked? No, because Taylor Swift
has been a business genius and a music
inspiration for years.
In 2006, Swift became a country
sensation with hits like “Teardrops on my
Guitar,” “Our Song,” “Tim McGraw” and
my personal favorite “Picture to Burn.”
I was 10 years old with the mind of an
18-year-old heart-breaker when these
songs were released.
Two years later, in 2008, the hit songs
“Love Story,” “Forever & Always,” and
“The Best Day” were released with a similar
country twang. Taylor opened up about

her emotions, memories and unrealistic
love stories. Her songs are catchy; they
draw you in and make you wonder what
else she could create based on her life.
I knew Taylor Swift was trouble
when her album “Red” was released in
2012. Taylor introduced us to an electric
vengeance and pop-like vibe that differed
from her previous works. After “Red,” Swift
released a “red lip, classic thing that you
like” album titled “1989,” in 2014. This
was an album that made us feel as if we
were living alongside her in New York.
She was not showing her country roots
anymore — she keeps her fans current,
and I think that’s why she remains so
successful.
Since she released her new song, I have
realized how much I appreciate Taylor Swift
as a musician and businesswoman. From a
business and public relations perspective,
she is killing the game. Think about
this: it is not often an artist can rebrand
themselves without losing thousands of
fans and sacrificing hits with each album.
Taylor Swift deleted her Instagram—
everything she has built up until this point.
If I were to delete my Instagram and claim
a “rebranding” stage of my life, I would
probably be shunned and dropped faster
than one of her breakup songs.
Her new song has caused a number
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of strong opinions. But that is just it: it
doesn’t matter if you like her new hit or
even Taylor herself. She can gain your
attention by any song she produces because
she has built a fan empire with connection
and emotion. She draws you in, she gets
your hits and she gets your money along
with another top Billboard song.
Swift told fans in her new hit that old
Taylor is dead, and I believe new Taylor is
just beginning. Her most recent hit says,
“But I got smarter, I got harder in the
nick of time. Honey, I rose up from the
dead, I do it all the time. I’ve got a list of
names and yours is in red underlined. I
checked it once, then I check it twice.”
Swift is out for revenge against artists
such as Kanye West and Katy Perry.
Revenge-Taylor is coming. So, say
goodbye to country-Taylor, pop-Taylor,
boyfriend-broke-up-with-me Taylor and
romance-Taylor. She has a new motive in
mind, and she is going to rise to the top
once again. Her new album, “Reputation,”
releases Nov. 10, 2017, will sweep this
nation and her enemies by storm one hit
at a time.
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The cost of free speech
guest
writer

T

his summer I had the opportunity
to represent the United States
Army in memorials and ceremonies
across Normandy, France. June 6, 1944,
is a day that will be forever remembered
on the French calendar as the day that
the Allied invasion of Normandy took
place — better known as D-Day. That
overcast day was the start of the liberation
of France from Nazi control, and within
a few months, the Allies had liberated
all of Europe from tyranny. Basically, the
people of Normandy celebrate D-Day
for almost two weeks the way Americans
celebrate the Fourth of July. The people
of Normandy — and many others from
across Europe — are thankful for what
the Allied forces accomplished in the war.
This brings me to an inherent flaw
in our ever-changing society: a lack of
respect for those who fight for freedom,
whether it be our own or the freedom
of those who are unable to fight for it.
Recently I watched a video on YouTube
that featured a woman standing on an
American flag and sneering at soldiers,

staff

he second I sat down in chapel on Monday morning,
my phone vibrated in my hand. The notification for the
tweet held several hashtags containing Korean characters,
the letters “BTS” and a link to BitHit Entertainment’s
YouTube channel.
I looked over at Hollee, my chapel buddy, with wide
eyes, and she returned a knowing smile. I think I might
have even squealed a little.
For those of you who don’t understand my excitement,
let me explain. BigHit Entertainment is a Korean music
company, and BTS is a K-pop group under their record
label. This specific tweet was announcing the drop of
BTS’s new music video and the pending release of their
newest album. That meant Hollee and I were going to be
up all night in anticipation while blasting their previous
album, “You Never Walk Alone.”
I don’t remember exactly how I got into this K-pop
stuff. I just remember Hollee sitting up in her bed
saying, “What the heck is K-pop, and why is it all over
my Twitter?” That statement was shortly followed by an
“I don’t understand what’s going on, but it seems cool.”
After a few days, she was playing Korean music
videos 24/7. The next thing I knew, I was following up
her “Ireumeun Jung Kook” with “Seukeireun jeonguk,”
an iconic line from one of BTS’s early songs, “We Are
Bulletproof, Pt. 2.”
Now I can practically tell you everything there is to
know about BTS. For starters, BTS stands for Bangtan
Sonyeondan, which basically translates to Bulletproof
Boy Scouts. There are seven members and all of them are
amazing dancers with fantastic vocal power. The best part
about BTS, and K-pop in general, really, is that there is
such a variety in the music they produce. You like slow,
beautiful melodies? Try the song “Butterfly.” Prefer Rap?
Listen to the Cyphers; they’re killer.
Before anyone asks, no, I don’t speak Korean. When
I listen to these songs, I don’t immediately understand
what they’re saying — I have to look up a translated
version of the lyrics. I think that’s the most common issue
I find when I tell someone they should check out some
K-pop. I’ve been told that it’s weird to listen to music in
a language I don’t readily understand, but my response
is simple: “Despacito.”
There are many songs people listen to that have lyrics
in other languages, but no one complains about them.
They just turn the radio up a little louder and sing along.
Well, Korean is no different. The songs are still lit and,
although I butcher most if not all of the lyrics, I still get
pumped when I sing them. I can understand the feeling
in the songs without understanding the words.
Since we really like these singers, Hollee and I started
watching them act on Korean TV shows. Hollee ordered
some workbooks, downloaded an app and started learning
the language. We’ve cooked Korean dishes that they
recommended and discovered some really great beauty
products. Being so exposed to Korean culture, our ideas of
community have changed, and we will both tell you that
we’re a lot more curious about things going on around
the world than we have ever been before. Our entire
worldview has been affected.
Sometimes it seems the U.S. has a bit of a bubble
around it, much like Harding does. We tend to stick with
what we’re comfortable with and shy away from things
we don’t understand. It’s common for people in other
countries to learn English, but it’s a little less common
for people here to learn languages like Korean or even
Sign Language. There are so many subcultures just in
America that we often don’t address.
So I’ll make a public service announcement right here:
If you’re reading this, go learn something new about a
culture not your own. I suggest you check out my favorite
BTS album, “You Never Walk Alone,” but there are plenty
of other ways to get to know another culture. It can be
looking at authentic recipes or even asking a student from
a different country to teach you a bit of their language. Just
go out and experience something new. There are so many
different cultures in the world, and I think it’s important
for us to remember that we are not alone on this planet.
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who, in their respect and disgust for her
application of freedom of speech, turned
around and ignored her. Incidents like
these are discouraging to those who
might dream of serving our country and
to those who do.
Over the past year there have been
several professional football players who
have exercised their freedom of speech
by kneeling during the national anthem,
and it is their constitutional right to do
so. However, there is a distinct difference
between voicing your opinion and being
disrespectful. The national anthem is a song
meant to instill a pride for one’s country,
and it also represents the generations of
soldiers who have fought and died to
make our country what it is today.
To summarize the free speech portion
of the First Amendment: the government
can’t stop you from saying things unless
they are a threat to national security or they
create libel against government officials.
Schools, for example, can’t punish you
for voicing your opinion or for symbolic
speech. So you can burn the American
flag, but you can’t be obscene.
The idea of freedom of speech has been
a pivotal characteristic of our country’s ideal
since its conception, and its application
has helped iron out social injustices in the
fabric of freedom. Among those heating
the metaphorical iron are people like
Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. who spoke out against
inequality for women and minorities. The

‘You Never Walk Alone’
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graphic by DARRIAN BAGLEY

robert mcpherson

braver than
you believe

difference between people then and the
people of today is that they advocated
their points respectfully. It seems that
the United States Military has the most
diverse community which, I think, works
together better than any community in
the country or the world. As Americans,
we should be open to the possibility of
change. However, those advocating for it
should do so in such a way that can clearly
convey their ideas to the unconvinced.
Free speech is something that I value
highly, and there is a proper way to go
about advocating for it. Society is always
changing, but to facilitate change, people
must work together. However, being
rude and disrespectful to people who
may not see eye-to-eye with you won’t
convince them to agree with you. We’ve
been told that actions speak louder than
words, but if we want to be the change in
the world, we need to do so in a manner
that cultivates a community of love and
respect. The actions of some speak louder
than most and those are the actions of
service members who fight and sometimes
die to protect our freedoms. So, the next
time you exercise free speech, make sure
you do so in a manner that is respectful
to those who ensure you have that right.

ROBERT MCPHERSON is a guest writer
for the Bison. He may be contacted
at rmcpherson1@harding.edu.
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A dependency
dilemma

ive me money. I am poor,” the
young Rwandan boy said to me. It
was not even a question; it was a demand,
an expectation.
A few other Harding students and I were
walking to a nearby coffee shop after our
last Rwandan church service. We wanted
to make sure we were caffeinated before
hopping on a motorcycle taxi to pack our
bags for our return home.
For three weeks we had been teaching
conversational English with AfricaReads,
a nonprofit built by Harding professors to
teach English in Rwandan schools. For
eight hours a day, we sang and danced
around a 90-degree classroom with
smiling, energetic elementary students.
It’s amazing how many times a group of
Kinyarwandan-speaking third-graders
can sing “Head, Shoulders, Knees and
Toes” without getting tired of it.
Our students adored their white teachers.
They hugged us and held our hands. They
would fight over who would get to play
“patty-cake” with us on the playground
and played with our mysteriously soft,
long hair.
We would receive several notes throughout
the week. They had virtually no school
supplies, but sometimes a graph-paper
notebook and pencil would appear on a
desk. They would use these to write us notes,
trying their best to spell our names and
express thankfulness in broken English.
Several of them read “peace in America”
and other glamorized views of the U.S.
I found these notes ironic. They did
not know about the Civil Rights conflicts,
opioid epidemic or heated election that
were occurring in the U.S. They did not
know about the high rate of suicide or
broken families. They only knew there were
white people there, and that they had big
homes with electricity and running water.
The closest encounters these children
have with the U.S. is when Harding
students come in to teach once a year. If
they went into downtown Kigali, they
may see a few white people roaming the
streets or missionaries at the market — but
for what other reason would an American
come to Rwanda if not to donate money
or provide services to a country labeled
as a developing nation?
I wonder if some of our students admired
us simply because we were white — because
they thought we would give them money.
After the Rwandan Genocide in 1994,
the country’s economy has grown each
year. Rwanda has one of the leading
economies in Central Africa, according
to the World Economic Forum. However,
the country’s development relies heavily on
foreign aid rather than domestic economic
development. The World Bank reported
30 to 40 percent of its financial budget
comes from other countries, a significant
sum that determines the economic growth
and stability.
Just a quick Google search for U.S.
nonprof its in Rwanda will generate
hundreds of organizations within the
small country. Rwanda — one of more
than 100 developing nations — has formed
a dependency on the foreign aid.
The children I spent time with in
Rwanda seemed to understand that white
people — most notably from the U.S. —
are main contributors to their country’s
success. They are aware of the efforts
made by foreign governments not to stop
genocide, but rather to help rebuild the
country afterwards, as if apologizing for
their lack of interference.
“Give me money. I am poor,” the boy
said to me.
Maybe he expected me to give because
my skin color gave me away as a foreigner,
as a money-giver. I only had enough
Rwandan francs for a single cup of coffee.
I turned him away, knowing he could find
whatever he needed without relying on
the white woman.
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SAVANNA DISTEFANO is the editor-in-chief
for The Bison. She may be contacted at
sdistefano@harding.edu.
Twitter: vanna_distefano
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Joining as a junior

kendra christopher

guest
writer

I

t’s the beginning of the fall semester, which
means social club events are in full swing.
It’s a very exciting time for students, especially
freshmen. Social clubs are a great way to get
involved, meet cool people and grab ahold of
the college experience.
I’m starting my junior year of college, and
I’ve never been on campus for a fall semester.
Being a transfer student and studying abroad
robbed me of my opportunities to participate in
the social club process. In a way, I feel like I’ve
missed out. A lot of my friends are active social
club members and when they talk about it, I
struggle to contribute to the conversation. To

say the least, it’s a little odd not to know much
about something that seems to be such a major
part of the “Harding experience.”
That being said, I’ve decided to go ahead and
begin the social club process. I’ll admit, I was
super hesitant to do this. At my last university, I
joined a sorority which gave me a lot of negative
feelings toward the process. Most of all, I felt
a little weird about doing the whole thing as
a junior. Some things that turned me off were
the fact that my entire joining class is bound
to be made up of mostly freshmen, and it can
be very time consuming.
Luckily, I have some people in my life who
know me better than I know myself and push
me to get outside my comfort zone. I went to
the officer open house and felt very much at
ease. I felt comfortable talking to some of the
officers since they were already my friends as
well as signing up for social clubs that I already
knew I was interested in.
I’ve come to realize that there are major
advantages to joining a social club as an

upperclassman. One is already having a few
friends, or at least someone I’ve had a class
with, in each social club. This made attending
open houses more comfortable. I had people
to talk to and introduce me to other members.
I also had a feel for what they were like, so I
knew which ones would be a good fit for me.
I think this whole experience can be a bit
more overwhelming for freshmen. There’s so
much growth that takes place during one’s first
year of college. It can be hard to find where you
belong or to know what kind of crowd you want
to surround yourself with. Going through it
all with two years under my belt has been an
enormous help. I would advise anyone who’s
older and still wants to join a club to go for it.
Age really doesn’t matter so much in college,
and being more grounded can be beneficial
when doing something for the first time.
KENDRA CHRISTOPHER is a guest writer
for the Bison. She may be contacted at
kchristopher1@harding.edu.

What’s Your Opinion?

Want to write an opinion for The Bison? Contact Jaisa Hogue at
jhogue@harding.edu to voice your opinion through The Bison newspaper.
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ne of the running jokes on the
classic TV show “Seinfeld” involves
Jerry’s infamously short-lived romances.
Girlfriends seldom last for more than
one episode, and quite a few actresses got
their start in show business by playing
Jerry’s gal-of-the-week. As shallow as
a teardrop in a contact lens, the finicky
comedian could find any reason for a
breakup. Leslie talked too low. Gillian’s
hands were too large. Christie wore the
same dress to every outing. Melanie ate
her peas one at a time.
The real Jerry Seinfeld — I should
point out — has been happily married
for 18 years. But part of his shtick on the
sitcom was a short attention span where
love was concerned. So Jerry continued
to nitpick his women — Lisi finished
his sentences, Valerie put him too low
on her speed-dial roster, Donna liked a
blue jeans commercial that he thought
was stupid. He even broke up with Patty
after she complained that he never got
angry.
You remember that episode. Patty
remarks that she’s never seen Jerry get
really mad. The even-keeled comic tries
hard to summon his inner rage, and the
initial results are laughable. But then the
emotional floodgates break loose, and
Jerry finds himself yelling one minute,
crying the next and even proposing to
his longtime friend Elaine in a fit of
euphoria.
It would have been a lot less trouble
just to go to the Wrecking Ball.
That’s the latest therapy craze in
Manhattan, where patrons can pay to
vent by breaking dishes and cell phones.
We’ve all had those urges. Your day
doesn’t go just right and you want to hurl
a plate across the kitchen. The kids are
driving you wild and you’re tempted to

michael
claxton

smash their Xbox. Your laptop crashed
again and you would like to drive over it
with a small tank.
Now, a savvy entrepreneur named
Tom Daly has come up with a way
to make cash from our destructive
impulses. He opened the Wrecking Ball
in New York City in March and charges
customers $30 for a half-hour session.
That comes with a crowbar and a box of
dishes, and then the self-guided therapy
begins. Reversing the motto, “You break
it, you bought it,” Daly sells items for the
express purpose of seeing them reduced
to smithereens.
For an extra fee, Daly will throw
in more sophisticated targets of rage:
laptops ($15), computer monitors ($20),
and large-screen TVs ($25). According
to an article in The New York Times,
he once made the mistake of leaving his
own laptop unattended, and an overzealous customer finished it off with a
sledgehammer. Daly also doesn’t bring
his cats to the office.
The Times reports that over 1,500
people so far have made their way to
the secluded basement dojo to break
things. Patrons of the Wrecking Ball
are encouraged to wear close-toed shoes
and long-sleeve shirts. I would have
thought that a pair of horns and a tail
would more appropriate for pretending
to be a bull in a china shop.
The place has a diverse clientele.

Couples come on dates. Singles come
after breakups. Employees come after
getting fired. Cleveland fans come often.
One of the strangest episodes of
the old “Andy Griffith Show” has
Sherriff Andy going out to investigate
a domestic disturbance. It seems that a
middle-aged couple has been upsetting
the neighbors with their quarrels —
shouting, slamming doors, throwing
dinner plates and so on. The folksy
officer sits the man and his wife down
and tells them that they’ve got to start
acting nice to each other or else he’ll
have to put them in jail for disturbing
the peace. They agree.
Their household quiets down
considerably. But soon everyone else
starts to complain. The man and his wife
snap at friends, co-workers and every
waitress in town. The anger they used to
vent at each other has to go somewhere,
so they take it out on anyone they can
find. In the end, Andy has no choice but
to let them resume their kitchen brawls,
admitting that some people just aren’t
happy unless they’re mad.
I can’t exactly picture the Wrecking
Ball making much money in Mayberry
— surely the world is not ready for
the spectacle of Aunt Bea pulverizing
a teacup. But I do think Tom Daly is
onto something. Some people need an
outlet for their frustrations. I might also
suggest that he expand his business to
include folks who need an outlet for
their obsessive-compulsive traits. I’m
sure somebody would pay good money
to clean up all those broken dishes.
MICHAEL CLAXTON is a guest
writer for The Bison.
He can be contacted at
mclaxto1@harding.edu.

At The Bison, it is our goal to serve the Harding University student body with integrity, truth and open ears. However, we believe that meeting that goal is a two-way street between
our staff and the public it serves. We pledge to keep our eyes and ears open to what our community has to say and hope that, in return, that community will be an interactive
audience, sharing its stories with us. We also pledge to do the basics: Report accurate and relevant information, check our facts, and share them in a professional, timely manner.
If you have any story ideas, questions, comments or concerns for the Bison staff, please email Savanna DiStefano, the editor-in-chief, at sdistefano@harding.edu. “The Bison (USPS
577-660) is published weekly (except vacations, exams and summer sessions), 20 issues per year, by Harding University. Periodicals postage paid at Searcy, Arkansas 72143.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Bison, Harding University 11192, SEARCY, AR 72149-0001.” BYLINE POLICY: The Bison provides an opportunity for class writers to
contribute work under the byline “guest writers.” Due to this arrangement, staff writers may rewrite a portion of the guest writers’ stories as they deem necessary, while still
identifying the work as the guest writers’ own.
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The
Grand
Slam

What 0-1
means

The start of a new football
season brings hope. Before
the games start, before the
Friday night lights, before
the cheering crowds, there’s
silence. There’s a completely
level playing field, despite
what the preseason polls
might say.
That all changes after
the first game. If you lose
the first game, it’s hard to
reset. You have an uphill
battle to fight for the rest
of the season. Especially
in football. With only one
game per week, your chances
are much lower at winning
conference with a loss.
The only way Harding
football can win conference
now is if they win out the
regular season. Even then, it
is still not a guarantee. Since
Henderson State beat the
Bisons and were also picked
third in preseason polls,
chances of them losing are
unlikely. Arkansas Tech just
beat out No. 1 seed Southern
Arkansas by a touchdown.
This is where things get
complicated, and this is why
we love college football. Who
will win and who will lose
just depends on the day.
With both the top two
teams losing in week one,
this opens the door for nearly
everyone else. Ouachita,
Southeastern Oklahoma State
and Arkansas Tech all have
chances that weren’t there
before with their rankings.
Beating the favorite to
win the conference in the
opening game, on your home
field, is a big achievement
when you are picked sixth
overall, and Arkansas Tech
did just that. Tech plays
Henderson State tomorrow,
and this will be a true test of
character. This is when we
will see if beating Southern
Arkansas was just a fluke or
if they are really out to win
conference.
However, don’t count
Harding out just yet. The
Bisons play Southern Arkansas on Saturday, and will
be hungry for the win. Last
year, with their best record
ever, they had multiple
comebacks and wins that
seemed unlikely at the time.
The Bisons have held the
same record from 2012 to
2014 of 9-2. In 2015 they
went 7-4, but all the games
lost were within seven points
or less. Of course, 2016
marked the best year in the
program’s history with 13-1.
All this to say, the Bisons
know how to come back.
Just because they lost the
first game does not mean
they are out of the race for
conference or regionals.
Regionally-speaking, the
Bisons are in the same position as Emporia State of the
Mid-America Intercollegiate
Athletics Association (MIAA)
conference and Minnesota
Duluth of the Northern Sun
Intercollegiate Conference
(NSIC). Both teams were
picked second within their
conferences and lost their
first games.
The fact that the other
regions have similar results
across the board, with higher
picked teams losing, means
that Harding is still in a
good position.
EMILY FAULKNER is the
head sports editor for the
Bison. She may be contacted
at efaulkner@harding.edu.

MACY PATE | The Bison
Senior Lucas Goodspeed, junior Larry Lopez, senior Lawson Belcher and freshman Micah Langat run laps in practice. Goodspeed finished 10th amongst Division I and Division II runners and Lopez finished 18th at the Brooks Memphis Twilight Classic.

Cross country opener sets tone for season

Bisons prove they are top conference contenders after successful meet
EMILY FAULKNER
sports editor

Cross countr y season
started this past weekend for the Bisons at the
Brooks Memphis Twilight
Classic meet in Memphis,
Tennessee.
Senior Lucas Goodspeed
finished 10th overall and
second in the Division II
category. Harding’s other
top runners were senior
Larry Lopez, finishing 18th,
and sophomore Keneth
Chelelgo, finishing 89th.
The Lady Bisons won
the Non-Division one title
this weekend, and finished
7th overall. Harding’s top
three runners placed in the
top 50 individually.
This year the women’s
team is picked third in the
Great American Conference (GAC) coaches poll,
behind Oklahoma Baptist

University (OBU) and East
Central University (ECU).
The men are picked second, behind East Central
University (ECU).
The Lady Bisons will have
more work this season with
Oklahoma Baptist being
eligible to compete for the
conference championship
this year. ECU also will be
a tough competitor as they
are ranked second and beat
Harding last year to win the
conference championship.
“ECU kind of surprised
us on the women’s side
last year, we didn’t have
a good conference meet,”
head coach Steve Guymon
said. “As far as them and
Oklahoma Baptist goes,
we’re not going to back
down and we’ll give them
a run for their money. I’m
not scared of them.”
The Lady Bisons have
four veteran seniors and one

non-conventional senior,
Melita Sutherland, who
was on last season’s track
team and played soccer at
Harding for her previous
years of eligibility. Even
though Suther land is a
rookie on the cross country
team, she has won multiple
GAC, All-Central Region
and All-American awards.
“O ur goal is to win
conference this year, and
I think that is expected
of us on some level from
ever yone; the team, the
administrators and even
alumni,” Guymon said.
“ The women have more
depth, better attitudes this
year and more experience.”
Senior Kirstie Smith
agrees. Smith said that if
everyone puts in the work,
they will get the redemption
from last year’s season.
“We have a history of
winning and last season

d i d n’t g o t h e w a y w e
hoped, and I think we’d
like to redeem ourselves
this season,” Smith said.
“Rankings don’t determine
anything because everyone
starts at the same starting
line. All that matters is
what you do on that day.”
O n t h e m e n’s s i d e ,
Guymon says there is
not as much depth when
compared to the women’s
team, but this is nothing
to worry about.
“On the guy’s team, our
top three guys are seniors
and they each worked really
hard over the summer ;
the senior leadership will
determine their success,”
Guymon said. “Ever y
team in the conference is
getting better every year,
but so are we.”
Goodspeed says his goal
for the year is to win the
team GAC championship.

This has not been done in
Harding’s cross countr y
history since 2013.
“You really can become
good just by putting in a lot
of hard work. My freshman
year, I was one of the slowest
people here,” Goodspeed
said. “That’s what you need
to focus on — having that
commitment and mindset,
then the results will come.”
“Rankings don’t
determine anything
because everyone
starts at the same
starting line; all that
matters is what you
do on that day.”
-Kirstie Smith
senior
The next meet for both
the men’s and women’s
teams is Sept. 16 at the
Southern Stampede meet
in Joplin, Missouri.

Senior Spotlight: Taylor tells her story

With only two seniors this year, Harding volleyball is looking for a leader
DUSTIN
SCHANDEVEL
asst. sports editor
Harding’s volleyball team
has a unique roster this
year. With six freshmen,
zero sophomores, seven
juniors and two seniors,
leadership is necessary
for success. Senior middle
blocker Taylor Mounts is
poised to lead her junior and
freshman-dominated team
to new heights this year.
Mounts joined the Lady
Bisons her freshman year
with two other players, but
both later transferred and
left Mounts as the only
senior to have spent her
entire career at Harding.
She wants to make her last
year the best one yet.
“Our main goal this
season is to be regular season
conference champions and
tournament champions,”
Mounts said. “We struggle
a lot in the tournament so
we want to really focus when
we make the transition
from regular season to the
tournament.”
In order to make that
dream a reality, the Lady
Bisons will rely on Mounts’
experience and leadership
throughout the season. Head
coach Meredith Fear said

Mounts’ is priceless.
“Her leadership on the
court is like a calming experience,” Fear said. “When
you have a team that is
predominantly young, her
experience and knowledge
on the court is something
you can’t put a price on.”
With six new freshmen
on the team, Fear said
Mounts has done a great
job of helping them through
first-year pains.
“I’ll miss my girls;
they’re like my family...
We really do love
each other.”
-Taylor Mounts
senior
“Whether it’s freshmen
being homesick or not
getting the playing time
they want, Taylor can reach
out to them because she’s
been in that position,” Fear
said. “She’s very personable with them, and she’s
already incorporated them
due to a big gap with zero
sophomores on the roster.”
While Mounts is making
an impact on her younger
teammates, she said they
have also changed her faith
dramatically.
“For me, religion wasn’t

a huge thing growing up,”
Mounts said. “I feel like my
faith has gotten stronger
while being at Harding
because I’ve seen how big
of an impact it’s had on my
teammates.”
When the season concludes, Mounts said, she’s
going to experience some
tough goodbyes.
“I’ll miss my girls; they’re
like my family,” Mounts
said. “I spend all day, every
day with them and we
sometimes even fight like
family but we really do love
each other.”
Fear said she will miss
Mounts’ personality and
presence off the court as well.
“I’ll miss her humor.
She always seems to put a
smile on everyone’s face,”
Fear said. “She can light up
the room but at the same
time be serious, loving and
warming. She’s a great player
to have on the court and a
well-rounded human.”
Mounts gr aduated
college in three years and
is currently working toward
her Masters of Business
Administration. After she
completes graduate school,
Mounts hopes to return
home to California to begin
law school and enter the
business or civil law field.

STERLING MCMICHAEL | The Bison
Senior middle blocker Taylor Mounts has 27 starts out of 76
matches, 122 kills, .205 hitting percentage, 4 assists, 22 digs
and 34 blocks so far in her career as of Sept. 6.
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Bisons to play night games starting next season
BAYLEE
of having
to start at 1 think helps their energy ally special seeing the
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HEDDEN
student writer

Having only lost one
senior, the Harding
baseball team is ready
to open up their season
come spring with a little
advantage up their sleeves.
New lights and poles
are being installed at
Jerry Moore Field so the
Bisons are able to play
some of their games at
night rather than only
during the day. Head
coach Patrick MaGaha
has had this on his list of
goals since he received
the job 12 seasons ago.
“The poles aren’t tall
enough right now, so a
batted ball can get above
the pole and you lose it,
and they just aren’t bright
enough,” MaGaha said.
“It’s extremely hard to
see a pitch coming in
at home plate.”
Coach MaGaha said
there were two main
reasons why he wanted
to add lights.
“First, it will allow our
players to stay in class
much more. We can start
games at 6 p.m. instead

p.m. From an academic
standpoint, it’s going
to be very beneficial
for our players and for
their progress,” MaGaha
said. “At 1 p.m. pretty
much all of our student
fans are in class so we
aren't able to really get
out the kind of crowd
we would like; obviously
the student body is very
supportive of the other
sports when they have
night games, so we’re
hoping that if we can
flip the lights on for
a night game that the
students will come out
and support us.”
The normal Tuesday
afternoon games will now
be played as night games,
which will allow more
students and people from
the community to attend
games. Assistant head
coach Andy Schatzley
is excited for the energy
this will give the team.
“The overall atmosphere and environment
is going to definitely
play to our advantage,”
Schatzley said. “This is
going to give our guys
more exposure, which I

level.”
Along with coaches,
the players are more
than ready to play under
lights. For senior pitcher
Jackson Ward, the lights
are a great way to end his
career as a Bison. The
hope is that the lights
draw a crowd for the
11 seniors' final season
wearing the black and
gold uniforms.
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“This is going
to give our guys
more exposure,
which I think
helps their
energy level.”
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-Andy Schatzley,
assistant head
coach
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The lights are not just
a big deal for the seniors,
though redshirt junior
outfielder Jack Thomas
and sophomore infielder
Luke Vandover, both are
extremely grateful and
excited for the opportunities these lights will
bring them not only in
this season, but in the
future.
“It’s going to be re-

environment at games
and then how it impacts
recruiting. Who wouldn't
want to come here,”
Thomas said. “We’ve got
everything. Campus life,
strong academics, the top
facilities and now we’ve
got an environment we
can provide thats like
nothing else.”
The stadium lights are
going to be dedicated to
Harding alumnus and
former Bison catcher Tom
Hull, who passed away
from a heart attack at the
age of 43. Hull’s family
along with MaGaha and
other alumni who played
with Hull put together
the donation. There are
about 20-25 other donors
varying from alumni, to
parents, to supporters of
the program. They are
planning to dedicate the
lights this spring, but they
should be functioning
by Sunday, Oct 1.
The Bisons will test
their new lighting when
they open their season
against Missouri Western
State University at noon
on Sunday, Feb. 3, 2018,
at the Jerry Moore Field.

Graphic by Cecilia Nutt

Bisons fall week one, look to bounce back against SAU
SARAH DIXON
head copy editor
The No. 15 ranked Harding Bisons
football team had their first loss of the
season Thursday, Aug. 31 to Henderson
State, 28-20. The game, played at Harding’s
First Security Stadium, was both teams’ first
of the season.
Senior running back Grant Kimberlin
said the team was prepared for the game,
knowing they had a good chance to win, but
small errors in the end lead to their defeat.
“During the game, we felt like we had it,
but we just didn’t connect on all cylinders,”
Kimberlin said. “After the loss, we have a
lot of room to improve, so that’s what this
week is about. I think this next week will
show who we really are.”
At the top of the game, the Bisons wasted
no time and scored the first touchdown
after taking advantage of a fumble by the
Reddies in the opening kickoff. Junior quarterback Terrence Dingle made the 30-yard
touchdown pass to Kimberlin to score just
49 seconds into the game.
Henderson responded quickly, scoring

twice in the first quarter. The Bisons nearly
tied the score after a 78-yard drive with
Dingle scoring from a yard out. The Bisons
missed the extra point to make it 14-13
with the Reddies in the lead.
Just before halftime, Henderson quarterback Andrew Black avoided several tackles
to make a pass to the back corner of the
end zone for another Reddie touchdown.
Henderson State scored again with 1:09
left in the third quarter on a fake punt for
a 28-13 lead.

“If it did anything, it brought us
closer together. We feel fine.
We’re not worried at all. We still
have high expectations for this
season.”
-Senior Terrence Dingle,
quarterback
The Bisons scored once more and had
the chance to tie the game late in the fourth
quarter after recovering an onside kick at
the 50 with only 57 seconds remaining in
the game. The Bisons drove to the Reddies'
25, when Henderson intercepted the ball

and claimed the victory.
For head coach Paul Simmons, the game
against Henderson was not only the first
of the season but his first as head coach.
“The Thursday night game frustrated us
because there were so many small things
that if we had done something differently,
we’d have had that ballgame,” Simmons
said. “The character of our team was very
evident, and I think everyone in the locker
room just felt like we ran just out of time
in the end.”
Dingle said the team is still in good
spirits after the loss and is prepared for
this weeks game.
“If it did anything, it brought us closer
together,” Dingle said. “We feel fine. We’re
not worried at all. We still have high expectations for this season.”
Dingle said the senior leadership this
season encourages the whole team to go
out and play their best every week.
“One of the reasons I feel so comfortable
just going out and playing every Saturday
is that I’m surrounded by guys who have
been playing at a high level for a long time,”
Dingle said. “It just makes my job all the

more easy.”
According to Kimberlin, the Bisons are
focused on their next game at Southern
Arkansas University (SAU) and improving
each week.
“Looking ahead for the season, we just
want to take it one game at a time, really
focus on ourselves and not so much who
we’re playing,” Kimberlin said. “This week
we’re focused on the little details and getting
everything right.”
Simmons said they have high expectations
for this week as they face their second game
of the season.
“One of the oldest clichés in football is that
the most improvement that the team makes
is between the first and second ballgame,”
Simmons said. “I think it’s especially true
when you have a young football team with
a lot of guys who are talented but not as
experienced. So we certainly expect for the
Bisons to improve as much as anybody in
the country between our first and second
game. We’re certainly working in that
direction, and I think we will.”
The Bisons will travel to Magnolia, Arkansas,
on Saturday, Sept. 9, to play SAU at 6 p.m.

HARDING
ATHLETES’
VIEWS ON
POP CULTURE

Sara Belue
cheer

What are your thoughts on
the new “IT” movie?

Did I still watch it
if my eyes were
closed?

I’m super excited
about it!
I love scary
movies!

I haven’t heard
much about it
besides a trailer
on Facebook.

I’d like to
see it.

I’m going to be
terrified of drains
for a long time.

If you were given $1,000,
how would you spend it?

That’s about
what club dues
cost nowadays,
right?

Go to
the beach!

I’d give it to my
parents because
they always fund
me.

I’d buy a
new guitar.

Most likely
on food.

“The Andy
Griffith Show.”

“That’s So
Raven.”

Danny DeVito.

Nathalie
Emmanuel.

Kelsey Varner Grant Kimberlin Cooper Dunn
football
cheer
golf

What's one show you wish
Netflix would add?

Bring back “Fixer
Upper.”

“This Is Us.”

A movie is made about you,
which actor/actress plays
you?

Trying to be Rory
Gilmore, so give
me Alexis Bledel,
please.

I could really
use some
Spongebob on
Netflix.

Shailene
Woodley.

I would probably
get Matthew
McConaughey.

Selena Foster
volleyball
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HU Brave: Standing for survivors of sexual assault
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KENDALL CARWILE
student writer

HU Brave is a new organization on campus whose
goal is to educate people and
spread awareness regarding
sexual assault. Senior Caitlyn
Denison, who experienced
sexual assault in 2017,
co-founded the organization
along with director of academic
resources Stephanie O’Brian.
“I felt really alone, and
walking through all the
buildings, I never saw anything
helpful to me,” Denison said.
“So I started looking around,
and I did some research, and
it was way too hard to find
information on help for sexual
assault victims or survivors.”
Denison decided something
needed to be done to fix that.
HU Brave was created when
Denison and O’Brian sat down
and began discussing ways
they could impact campus in
a positive way when it came
to sexual assault awareness.
In April 2017, they created

Facebook and Instagram
accounts, HUBrave and
@hubrave respectively, to share
stories of Harding students,
alumni, faculty and staff who
are survivors of sexual assault.
HU Brave’s main goal is to
educate people about sexual
assault.The organization would
like to start conversations that
people otherwise avoid due
to the sensitivity of the issue.
“Harding needs to be very
open about it and acknowledge
it because there is no way that
you can experience evil in
that way and it not affect you
spiritually,” O’Brian said. “If
we are an institution that is
truly a community of mission,
and is truly primarily focused
on the spiritual well-being
of our students, then we
need to help talk about this.”
According to Harding
librarian and HU Brave
sponsor Lisa Fuller, there
is a stigma and a sense of
shame attached to the issue
of sexual assault that prevents
most survivors from opening

up about their own stories.
“We talk about relationships all the time, but we
don’t talk about the sexual
aspects of that, and because
we can’t talk about that, we
definitely don’t talk about
sexual assault,” Fuller said.
O’Brian believes Harding
is not immune to sexual
assault simply because it is
a Christian university.
“If we talk about porn
and we talk about depression
and anxiety, we have to talk
about sexual assault,” O’Brian
said. “It is just as prevalent,
and spiritually, I feel like it is
one of the biggest weapons
Satan has. It creates isolation and it creates secrets
and so much shame. Those
are the antithesis of faith
and the antithesis of being
in-tune with the Spirit.”
According to Denison,
inspiring sur vivors to
come for ward and start
healing is the best part
about spreading awareness.
“A lot of people go through
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Co-founder Stephanie O’Brian speaks to members of HU Brave Aug. 30. The
group became an official Harding organization at the beginning of August.
this silently, and if we can
teach people here not only
to recognize the signs but to
get people the proper help
that they need, we will be
making a positive impact,”
Denison said. “So that ’s
a big deal, and it also lets
survivors know that people
stand with them, that we

recognize that this is an
issue and we are not going
to lay down for it anymore.”
A t H U B r a ve ’s fi r s t
meeting the group wrote out
their goals on white boards.
According to O’Brian, these
goals included empowering
survivors to tell their stories,
educating people about sexual

assault and ways to prevent it.
“We want to do a lot of
community outreach,”Denison
said. “We also want to teach
concepts like consent, healthy
relationships and sex from a
proper Christian standpoint.”
H U Brave will meet
again Sept. 13 at 8:30
p.m. in Mabee 111.

Have you heard about the Herd?
STERLING MCMICHAEL The Bison

Sophomores Emma Erwin and Jessa Heavin, and seniors Kyle Alison and Devin Daniel perform at home Aug. 31 during halftime of the first football game
of the season. The Thundering Herd has 93 members and performs at every home football game.
EMILY HOOK
student writer
The Thundering Herd Marching
Band is the largest and loudest spirit
organization on campus. Every week
they aim to promote the spirit of collegiate athletics and entertain the crowd
while supporting Harding’s teams.
Wesley Parker, director of the
Thundering Herd, said the band
started their preparation for the
season on Aug. 14 with a week of
band camp reviewing marching
fundamentals, learning drum
major commands, rehearsing music and blocking field formations.
“I believe that this year will be
a very special one,” Parker said.

On Aug. 31, the first half-time
show, ‘Show of Champions’ was
featured during the first football game,
acknowledging the Athletic Department’s previous season of triumph
and hope for another successful year.
“As a band, we wanted to
collaborate with the Athletic Department on congratulating our
sports teams on such a monumental
2016-2017 season,” Parker said.
There was a lot of excitement
for that first game, sophomore
Emma Erwin a tuba player in
t he T hunder ing Herd, sa id.
“I actually cried the first time I took
the field at First Security Stadium this
year,” Erwin said. “I was overwhelmed
by positive emotions witnessing

the amount of joy and excitement
that was coming from the stands.”
According to Parker, this energy is
one that is mirrored in the band itself.
“I love watching our band perform, seeing them smile and have
fun playing music, and I want everyone else to see it too,” Parker said.
Parker and Erwin said the Thundering Herd is a close-knit group.
“We’re all one big family and
God is the center of our family,”
sophomore bass drummer, Lew
Knapp said. “Everyone is accepted
for who they are, regardless of
their faith, color or looks, and we
all come together in harmony.”
According to Parker the band is
more than just a group of performers.

EMILY GRIFFIN The Bison

On Saturday, Sept. 16, the band
will be hosting high school students from a variety of local high
schools during the halftime show.
“They will join us on the field
as we create a ‘mass band’ at First
Security Stadium,” Parker said.
Later in the season, for the Homecoming game, Parker is working
to put together one of the largest
alumni bands in Harding’s history.
“We have a lot of momentum
from that group and I am looking
forward to seeing some great former students and band members
join us on that field,” Parker said.
T he ba nd per for ms at a l l
home football games, in addition to parades and other events.

Matching fashion and football
MAGGIE MCDOWELL
student writer

Freshman Keke Jones stands in his fashion merchandising classroom. Jones is the first fashion
merchandising major to play football.

“It’s a big family get together each
time we rehearse or perform,” Parker
said. “They genuinely care for each other,
celebrate with each other’s successes
and help each other in times of need.”
Erwin said this support is part of what
makes the Thundering Herd so unique.
“Compared to my high school, the
herd spends a lot more time growing
together emotionally and spiritually,”
Erwin said. “I have made the best
friends I’ve ever had through this
program, and I often joke that all my
bridesmaids will be in band uniforms.”
The Thundering Herd is making
strides to strengthen this dynamic
through community outreach and
inviting past generations of band
members to return this season.

When most people hear about
fashion merchandising as a major,
they picture runways and expensive
designers. What does not immediately
come to mind, however, is football.
But for freshman Kishawn Matthews
(Keke) this is his normal. Matthews
is a redshirted defensive back who is
also a fashion merchandising major.
“I really enjoy working on clothes
and just dressing nice, and (it’s) just
something I fell in love with,” Matthews said. “It’s something I want to
do, a job I want to do to have fun with.”
According to Matthews, he is part of
a growing movement that combines the
world of sports with fashion, something
that people are starting to take note of,
even without a fashion background.
“I think, actually, sports and fashion
is becoming more of a thing,” senior
wide reciever Lane Rodgers said.

“There’s a lot of football players that
will show up before games and the
cameras will be on them because they’re
really big athletes, and they will look
very fashionable, not just in a suit.”
This concept of merging the two
worlds opens new job opportunities for
people like Matthews who are interested in both playing and styling sports.
“I want to be the one that designs the
gear for football teams, and I also want to
design my own clothes,” Matthews said,
showing off his jeans that he distressed
himself. “I think that maybe one day
I can have my own brand of clothes.”
Professors are also taking notice of
this growing trend of male fashion.
Rebecca Boaz, a professor in the Family
and Consumer Sciences Department,
teaches fashion merchandising major
classes including history of fashion.
“ Throughout the years, men’s
clothing, especially starting in the
1800s, was just pretty basic and
boring,” Boaz said. “But now it ’s

more acceptable for a man to wear
really cool colorful socks or fun shoes,
and I think that it should be that
way. They should be able to express
themselves and their personality and
what they wear just like women do.”
Boaz also spoke on the waning
stigma against men caring about
fashion, which used to be an anomaly.
“I think that, especially in the
last 10 years or so, more men have
become interested in fashion,” Boaz
said. “I think that it’s becoming more
mainstream and more acceptable for
guys to be concerned about fashion
or interested in fashion, and why not?”
Matthews also has the added pressure
of balancing practices and games with
the many projects required for fashion
merchandising, but insists he will make
time for both his major and football.
“I think I’ll do fine (balancing
the two) because when you are passionate about something, you always
make time for it,” Matthews said.
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Click here to subscribe for more social club content
CARSON WHITE
student writer

Social Clubs? There’s an
app for that. Well at least that
is the case for the orange and
blue ladies of the women’s social
club Pi Theta Phi (PTP). PTP
president, senior Erin Raimondi
designed a club app this summer
in preparation for the fall semester.
Raimondi said the app would
help make club communication
more efficient.
This app was originally planned
to be used for taking attendance,
function sign-up sheets, club
event dates and general updates
and notifications within PTP.
However, it now doubles as a
tool for recruitment in the club
process. Students interested in
PTP can download the app to

get an over view of the club,
s e e p i c t u re s o f c u r re n t a n d
past members, get updates on
upcoming events and sign in to
mixers to avoid waiting in line,
allowing for quick access during
receptions. Raimondi expressed
that she hopes more clubs will
start using apps because it makes
things so much easier.
While other clubs may not have
their own apps, clubs easily find
ways to make the best of current
technology. Instagram, Facebook
and Twitter are commonly used
among clubs –– for example, 20
out of the 29 social clubs have
an Instagram page.
Instagram is full of content to
show off what clubs are about.
Pages often spotlight current
and new members, queens or
beaux, or pictures of upcoming

events such as mixers, fundraisers
or birthdays. W ith losses of
loved ones or times of difficulty,
clubs can also use social media
platforms to turn their pages
into something bigger than
themselves.
Messaging apps such as
Facebook Messenger or GroupMe
have found a purpose for inductee
classes to communicate during
Club Week or even after Club
Week has ended.
“[TNT] mainly used GroupMe
during the Club Week process
or just to message something
out to everyone pretty fast,” said
junior Addison Picker, historian
of men’s social club TNT. “Other
than that, everything else can be
found on Facebook.”
Clubs find ways to use Facebook
to create social club pages for

activities, function information,
meeting times or to post prayer
requests. Some clubs create pages
solely for prayer. Junior Angelo
Felix, member of men’s social
club Gamma Sigma Phi says
Facebook is great for his club.
“[Facebook] is very beneficial;
it is a helpful network that allows
us to stay connected even when
we’re not together in person,”
Felix said.
In a world where technology is
constantly upgrading, clubs have
found ways to upgrade as well.
“S ocial c lubs give you an
opportunity to create things that
nobody has done, and I think
it is important to tap into that
for your club,” Raimondi said.
“No matter what your talent is,
do something that is different,
and you might change things.” Graphic by DARRIAN BAGLEY

When life gives you lem ns, ‘Make.Do.’

JACOB ARDREY
lifestyle editor
Make. Do. is a new nonprofit organization
in Searcy that creates community through
craft classes.
Since opening in March 2017, Make.Do.’s
mission is to build a creative community
that ministers to adolescent girls and
adult women through the craft of sewing.
They offer sewing classes for the public
and partner directly with organizations
such as Hope Cottage, a local nonprofit
women’s shelter owned by White County
Domestic Violence Prevention Inc., to
support a creative platform for personal
development and building relationships
in a new community, according to Make.
Do. founder, Jo Ellis.
“The meaning behind the name is that
the ‘Make’ is our vision to restore hope
through creativity,” Ellis said. “The ‘Do’ is
our mission to encourage and support each
other through community and compassion.”
According to Ellis, the lemon theme
in her logo and throughout her studio
symbolizes the proverbial phrase “When
life gives you lemons, make lemonade.”
She said when you have been given sour
circumstances, you have to make do with
what you have.
“I think that in making lemonade,
there is creativity happening,” Ellis said.
“You’re taking lemons and infusing them
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Make.Do. founder, Jo Ellis, helps students in one of her sewing classes.
Each class revolves around a unique craft ranging from a six-week quilting
program to a four-day sewing camp for 8 to 12-year-olds.
with water and sugar to be shared. I’ve
never seen anyone sit in the corner with a
pitcher of lemonade to drink by themselves.
A pitcher of lemonade implies offering it
to other people.”
Senior Zeta Rho co-vice president,
Lauren Van Eaton, met Ellis through a
home Bible study and heard of her vision

for Make. Do. Van Eaton said watching
Ellis transform her dream into a reality
was inspiring.
“God created people in his own image,”
Van Eaton said. “When we are creative, or
accomplish a task, or have an original idea,
we are most in touch with God`s creative
image inside of us. To have a space where
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people can connect through their mutual
creativity because of the creativity of
our maker and to instill purpose in each
other is a beautiful thing, and Make.Do.
provides that.”
According to Van Eaton, Zeta Rho’s
role is to help fundraise for Make.Do. and
to help spread awareness of the benefits
of a creative community. On Friday, the
earrings Zeta Rho will be crafting are
for their new members this fall during
club week, according to Van Eaton. Ellis
is hoping to use Zeta Rho as an avenue
into the campus community by developing
relationships with other clubs in the future,
Van Eaton added.
Kay Candlish, executive director of Hope
Cottage, said their recent partnership will
benefit the Searcy community.
“The women that come through our
program have been emotionally beaten
down,” Candlish said. “They feel like they’re
worthless because they’ve been told that
constantly. Our role at Hope Cottage is to
refer our clients to Make. Do. to empower
them and give them a safe community.”
“College Night ” will be a recurring
event offered for college students starting
on Sept. 18 at 7:30 p.m. and again on
Oct. 16 and Nov. 6 at their location, 213
W Arch Ave, on the second floor above
Sowell’s Furniture. A $5 entry fee will be
collected to further the projects created
by Make. Do.

5% OFF

Most Fast Food Chains
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Take time to save a life, Suicide Prevention Day
DELILAH POPE
asst. copy editor

Sept. 10 of each year has been designated World Suicide
Prevention Day (WSPD). According to the WSPD website,
more than 800,000 people take their own lives each year,
with thousands more attempting suicide. This year marks the
15th anniversary of the day’s observance, with the chosen
theme “Take a minute, save a life.”
According to the WSPD website, personal connection
is a key factor in preventing suicide.
“(People who have attempted suicide) often talk movingly
about reaching the point where they could see no alternative
but to take their own life… They often describe realizing
that they did not want to die but instead wanted someone
to intervene and stop them,” the WSPD website states.
For many in the Harding community, suicide prevention
hits close to home.
“I’ve just had a lot of issues with depression in the past,
especially in high school,” senior Brian Cozart said. “I tried
to commit suicide when I was in high school, so it’s a very
personal issue for me and my family. It’s something that
we’ve had to deal with and something that, luckily, with a
lot of therapy, but — especially a lot of support — I’ve been
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able to mostly put behind me.”
According to Cozart and Harding counselor Briana
Cunningham, there are a number of ways to personally help
those struggling with suicidal impulses.

Look for the signs
According to Cunningham, students should be on the
lookout for ways to intervene at the first signs of troubling
behavior, including under- or over-eating and sleeping,
skipping classes, irritability, restlessness, tying up loose
ends and speaking as though they are dissatisfied with life.
“It’s really like a cluster of different things that people
are dealing with, but especially if they begin to talk like
they don’t want to be here,” Cunningham said. “A lot of
times people will begin to say things that just don’t quite
feel right — don’t quite sound right — and you’re not really
sure if they really mean what they’re saying.”

Be a friend
According to Cozart, family and strong friendships were
an important resource for him in high school.
“You have to definitely meet people where they are, and
don’t be pushy or overbearing, because it’s just nothing more
irritating than somebody up in your business, especially if
you’re having a bunch of issues,” Cozart said. “It’s good to
show your support, but in the way that that person needs it.”
Cunningham encouraged strong friendships, but cautioned
against taking matters into your own hands, as it can be
detrimental to the health of the friends. Her advice: leave
suicide watches to the professionals.

Take advantage of mental health resources
According to Cunningham, student mental health resources
includes more than just the campus Counseling Center.
“If someone is having suicidal thoughts or thoughts of

harming themselves, what we suggest, if you’re on campus,
is that you get yourself to the emergency room. Or if you’re
a friend and you think they’re serious about harming
themselves, get them to the emergency room, and if that
requires calling Public Safety, then that’s a good route to
take,” Cunningham said.
Cunningham also advised that students seeking help
consider seeing a physician rather than a traditional counselor,
as they are also able to evaluate symptoms and diagnose
depression.

If you see trouble, act
Although suicide is often signaled by poor self care,
Cunningham noted that it is often an impulsive decision
made on the part of the individual.
“If you feel like that person is threatening to harm
themselves any moment, as a friend, I would just say push
the panic button and get somebody in there quick who’s
qualified to deal with that situation,” Cunningham said.
“If you really think that they might hurt themselves, get
Public Safety or the police, or if they’re in the car with you,
go immediately to the emergency room and get them the
help that they need.”
If you or someone you know is considering suicide, contact
the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 1-800-273-8255
or The Harding University Counseling Center in McInteer
313, at 501-279-4347.

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline

1-800-273-8255

